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Thar coal-fired
energy ‘cheaper
‘than hydropower’

" By Shabhid Igbal

KARACHI: Sino Sindh Resources Pvt Ltd (SSRL)
Chief Executive Officer Li Jigen has stated that the
power generation cost from Block-1 of the Thar region is
Rs5.52 per unit, significantly cheaper than the energy
produced from hydro sources.

This he said while speaking at a public hearing called
by the Thar Coal and Energy Board (TCEB) on Thursday
regarding the SSRL’s petition for the determination of
the commercial operations date (COD) stage tariff for
its 7.8 million tonnes per annum lignite mine located at
Block-1 of Thar Coalfield. ‘

Various stakeholders, experts, and members of the
public attended the hearing. ;

TCEB Managing Director, Tarig Ali Shah and
Presiding Officer Ammar Habib Khan, Member
Finance/Power, and Dr Fahad Irfan Siddiqui, Member
Mining Thar Coal Tariff Determination Committee,
conducted the hearing.

During the presentation, Mr Li briefed that the pro-
ject is located in the Thar region of the south-eastern
part of Sindh, and the project includes 2X660MW high
parameter super-critical coalfired power generation
units, supported by an annual output of 7.8 million
tonnes of lignite open-pit coal mine. ]

Thar Coalfield Block-1 open-pit coal mine project
covers a 150km? area with approximately a coal reserve
of 2.6 billion tonnes within the block, said Mr Li.

He said the project has been placed at a favourable
position in the National Transmission and Dispatch
Company (NTDC) merit order list, demonstrating ‘its
competitive pricing and cost-effectiveness in compa}ri-
son to other energy sources by producing electricity
unit in Rs5.52 or 0.02 cents per kWh. (e

The Thar Block-1 Integrated Energy Project is a sig-
nificant initiative within the energy sector of the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), and it serves as a core energy
cooperation project under the" China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) framework. This project is

| developed and funded by Shanghai Electric, a
state-ownéd and publicly listed company “based in
Shanghai, China. ; :
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SSRL proposes levelized COD -stage
coal tariff of $48.71 per tonne

Thar Coal & Energy Board concludes public hearing on Sino Sindh
Resources Pvt. Ltd. petition for commercial operations date stage tariff

News Desk

The Thar Coal & Energy
Board (TCEB) held a public
hearing on Thursday regard-
ing the tariff petition filed by
Sino Sindh Resources Pvt.
Ltd. (SSRL) for the determi-
nation of the Commercial
Operations Date (COD)
Stage Tariff for its 7.8 million
tons per annum (Mtpa) lig-
nite mine located at Block-1
of the Thar Coalfield,

A statement issued by the
Sindh Information Depart-
ment said the hearing took
place at a hotel in Karachi and
was attended by wvarious
stakeholders, experts, and
members of the public. Mr.
Tariq Ali Shah, Managing Di-
rector TCEB/Presiding Offi-
cer, Mr. Ammar Habib Khan,
Member Finance/Power, and
Dr. Fahad Irfan Siddiqui,
Member Mining Thar Coal
Tariff Determination Commit-
tee, conducted the hearing.

Mr. Li Jigen, CEO SSRL,
presented the details and
achievements of their com-
pany and project, During
presentation he said that the
project is located in the Thar

region of south-eastern part
of the Sindh province, and
the project  includes
2x660MW high parameter
super critical coal-fired
power generation units, sup-
ported by an annual output
of 7.8 million tons of lignite
open-pit coal mine. Thar
Coalfield Block-1 open-pit
coal mine project covers 150
km? area with approximately
coal reserve of 2.6 billion
tons within the block.

Furthermore, the project
has been placed at a favor-
able position in the National
Transmission and Dispatch
Company (NTDC) merit
order list, demonstrafing its
competitive pricing and cost-
effectiveness in comparison
to other energy sources by
producing electricity unit in
PKR 5.52/Kwh USD 0.02
cents/Kwh. He said power
generation from Block-1 is
much cheaper than from
generated through hydro
sources.

Thar Block-1 Integrated
Energy Project is a key en-
ergy project in the "Belt &
Road Initiative (BRI)" energy
field, and also a core energy

cooperation project under
the "China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC)"
framework, which is devel-

-oped and invested by Shang-

hai Electric, a state owned &
listed company based in
Shanghai, China, through the
model of Build-Own-
Operate(BOO), of which the
total investment is almost 3
billion US Dollars, which is
the highest single Chinese in-
vestment in any country.
The project strengthens
Pakistan's energy security by

tapping into domestic coal

resources, reducing the need
for costly energy imports.
1,320 MW of stable power
supply since December,
2022, Lower fuel costs from
Thar coal translate into af-
fordable electricity. By utiliz-
ing indigenous coal re-
sources, the project is
expected to save approxi-
mately USD 1.5 billion in for-
eign exchange reserves over
its operational lifetime, sig-
nificantly enhancing Pak-
istan's energy security. Job &
Business opportunity for lo-
cals, enhances economic
growth and livelihoods in the

Thar region, CSR expendi-
ture-1.6 million USD.

SSRL has proposed a lev-
elized COD Stage Coal Tariff
of USD 48.71 per tonne,
which reflects necessary ad-
Jjustments based on project
Costs. ;

The total project cost has
been petitioned at USD 949.54
million, which includes EPC
Cost USD 737.23 million and
Non-EPC Cost USD 134.35
million.

The petition outlines oper- |

ational costs, including vari-
able and fixed operational ex-
penditures, which are crucial
for the sustainability of the
project. The levelized opera-
tional costs are projected at
USD 13.72 per tonne for vari-
able O&M and USD 12.74 per
tonne for fixed O&M.

The TCEB appreciates the
active participation of stake-
holders and the public during
the hearing. The feedback re-
ceived will be considered in
the final determination of the
tariff. The TCEB remains
committed to transparency
and stakeholder engagement
in the decision-making
Process. .
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Thar Foundation recognised for
- CSR initiatives and community
uplift initiatives in Thar Block II

PR
KARACHI

Thar Foundation, the CSR wing
of Thar Block 11 entities, has been
recognized for its exceptional
contributions to corporate social
responsibility (CSR) and com-
munity enhancement, that have
helped uplift the lives of Thari
people. Recently, Thar Founda-
tion was honored at the 17th An-
nual Corporate Social Responsi-
bility (CSR) Summit and Awards,
organized by the National Forum
for Environment and Health
(NFEH), in 5 categories of CSR
initiatives - education and vo-
cational training, green energy
initiative, livelihood, and relief
efforts for its impactful projects.

Sharing his thoughts on this
recognition, Amir Igbal, CEO of
Sindh Engro Coal Mining Com-
pany (SECMC) and Thar Foun-
dation, stated, “For over a de-
cade, we have been driven by a
clear purpose of strengthening
Pakistan’s energy security, while
enhancing Thari communities
- through impactful initiatives in

health, education, livelihoods
and women empowerment. It is

heartening to witness the trans- ©

formation unfolding in Thar, and
we remain committed to playing
our humble role in uplifting fu-
ture generations of Tharis.”
Through education and voca-
tional training programs, Thar

Foundation aims to empower lo- -

cal talent to contribute to the re-
gion's socio-economic progress.
Around 2,350 Tharis are em-
ployed in jobs generated by SEC-
MC in Thar Block II. The Founda-
tion has established 28 school

units that are imparting quality

education to over 5,000 students,
with 35% female enrolment. Ad-
ditionally, over 2,000 individuals
have received vocational training
in areas such as solarization, PV

e p———————
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technology, welding, and hospi- -
tality, further enhancing commu- -
nity livelihoods. To promote qual- -
ity healthcare, Thar Foundation
has set up five advanced medical
facilities and three mobile health
units, delivering essential ser- -
vices free of cost to over 300,000

patients since inception.
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'raéhi: 'EB MD Tarig Ali Shah, Member Finance Power Ammar Habib
Khan and Member Micking Dr. Fahad Irfan Siddigui are Present af the:
Public Hearing on CEW Stage Tariff at Thar Coel Energy Board.
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Tariff hearing held
for Thar Block-1 mine

SSRL seeks
approval for
COD stage tariff
amid promises of
affordable power

@ OUR CORRESPONDENT
KARACHI

TheThar Coal & Energy Board
(TCEB) held a public hearing
onThursday to review the tar-
if petition filed by Sino Sindh
Resources Pyt Ltd (SSRL) for
its 7.8 million tonnes per
annum (Mtpa) lignite mine at
Block-1 of the Thar Coalfield,
The session, conducted at a
local hotel in Karachi, was
attended by stakeholders,
experts, and the public.
According to a statement,
TCEB MD Tariq Ali Shah,

- along with Ammar Habib

Khan, Member Finance/
Power, and Dr Fahad Irfan
Siddiqui, Member Mining,
led the hearing. SSRL CEO 1
Jigen presented details of the
project, highlighting its sig-
nificance asa Chira-Pakistan
Econormic Corridor (CPEC) ini-
tative under the Belt & Road
Initiative (BRI). Developed
by Shanghai Electric under

a Build-Own-Operate (BOO)

. model, the project represents

4 $3 billion investrnent—the
largest single Chinese invest-
ment in any country,

The Thar Block-1 Integrated
Energy Project includes two
660MW supercritical coal-
fired power plants, sup-
ported by an open-pit mine
spanning 150 km? with coal
reserves of 2.6 billion tonnes,
Positioned'favourably in the
National Transmission and
Dispatch Company (NTDC)
metit order, it offers electric-
ity at Rss.52/KWh ($0.02/
KWh), making it a cost-ef-
fective alternative to hydro-
Power. SSRL has proposed
a levelised COD Stage Coal
Tariff of $48.71 per tonne,
reflecting necessary cost ad-
justments. The total project
cost is estimated at $949.54
tmillion, with projected opera-
tional costs of $13.72 per tonne
for variable O&M and $12.74
Pper tonne for fixed O&M,

TCEB reaffirmed its com-
mitment to transparency,
stating that stakeholder
feedback would be considered
before finalising the tariff
decision.
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Thar coal board concludes public
hearmg on SSRL’S tanff 1 petmon

STaFr REPORTER

The Thar Coal & Energy
Board (TCEB) held a public
hearing in Karachi to assess
the tarift’ petition filed by
Sino Sindh Resources Pvi.
‘Ltd. (SSRL) for the Com-
mercial Operations Date
(COD) Stage Tariff of its 7.8
million tons per annum
(Mipa) lignite mine at Block-
1 of the Thar Coalfield.

The session, attended by
industry experts, stakehold-
ers, and the public, was
presided over by TCEB
Managing Director Tariq Ali
Shah, along with Ammat
Habib Khan, Member Fi-
nance/Powefr, and Dr. Fahad
Irfan  Siddiqui, Member
Mining of the Thar Coal Tar-
iff Determination Commit-
tee:

During the hearing,
SSRL CEQ Li Jigen detailed
the project’s scale and signif-
+ icance. He highlighted that
the Block-1 mine spans 150

— "h, -

‘square kilometers, with esti-

mated coal reserves of 2.6
billion tons.

The project includes a
2x660MW  supercritical
coal-fired power plant and
has been integrated info the
National Transmission and
Dispatch Company (NTDC)
merit order list due to its
competitive electricity pro-
duction cost of Rs 352 per
kWh (USD 0.02 per kWh).

He also noted that power
generation from Block-1 is
more cost-effective than
hydro sources. As part of the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) and the
Beli & Road Initiative {BRI),
the project is developed by
Shanghai Electric under the
Build-Own-Operate (BOO)
model, with a total nvest-
ment of nearly USD 3 bil-
lion—the largest single
Chinese investment in any
country.

The project enhances
Pakistan’s energy security by

reducing dependence on im-
ported fuel and is expected to
save approximately USD 1.5
billion in foreign exchange
over its lifetime. SSRL pro-
posed a levelized COD Stage
Coal Tariff of USD 48.71
per tonne, reflecting cost ad-
justments.

The total project cost is
estimated at USD 949.54

- mullion, with an EPC cost of

USD 737.23 million and a
non-EPC  cost of USD
134.35 million. Operational
expenditures include a vari-
able cost of USD 13.72 per
tonne and a fixed cost of
USD 12.74 per tonne.

The TCEB acknowl-
edged the valuable input
from stakeholders and as-
sured that all feedback
would be considered before:
finalizing the fariff deci-
sion, The board reaffirmed
its commitment to frans-
parency and inclusive deci-
sion-making in energy
sector policies.
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~ Thar Coal & Energy Board Concludes
Publlc Hearing on Sino Sindh Resources
Pvt Litd. Petition for COD Stage Tariff

Karacr: The Thar Coal & Energy Board (TCEB)
successfully held a public hearing today regard-
ing the tariff petition filed by Sino Sindh Resources

Pvt. Ltd. (SSRL) for the determination of the
Commercial Operations Date (COD) Stage Tariff

for its 7.8 million tons per annum (Mtpa) lignite
mine located at Block-1 of the Thar Coalfield.
The hearing took place at the local hotel, Karachi,
and was attended by various stakeholders, experts,
and members of the public. Mr. Tariq Ali Shah,
Managing Director TCEB/Presiding Officer. Mr.
Ammar Habib Khan, Member Finance/Power
and Dr. Fahad Irfan Siddiqui, Member Mining
Thar Coal Tariff Determination Committec con-

°| ducted the hearing.

Mr. Li Jigen, CEO SSRL has presented
the details and achievements of their company
and project. Dzmng presentation he briefed that
the project is located in the Thar region of
south-eastern part of Sindh province, and the

Il project including 2x660MW high parameter

super critical coal-fired power generation units,
supported by an annual output of 7.8 millien
tons of lignite open-pit coal mine. Thar Coalfield
Block-1 open-pit coal mine project eovers 150
km? area with approximately coal reserve of 2.6
billion tons within the block. Furthermore, the

| project has been placed at a favorable position

in the National Transmission and Dispatch
Company (NTDC) merit order list, demonstrat-
ing its competitive pricing and cost-effective-
ness in comparison to other energy sources by
producing electricity unit in PKR 5.52/Kwh
USD 0.02 cents/Kwh. He also informed that
power generation from Block-1 is much clicaper
than from generated through hydro sources.
Thar Block-1 Integrated Energy Project
is a kev energy project in the "Belt & Road
Initiative (BRI}" energy field, and also a core
energy cooperation project under the "China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)" frame-
work, which is developed and invested by

Shanghai Electric, a state owned & listed
company based in Shanghai, China, through
the model of Build-Own- Operate(BOO} of
which the total investment is almost 3 billicn
US Dollars, which is the highest single Chinese
investment in any couniry.

The project strengthens Pakistan's energy
security by tapping into domestic coal resources,
reducing the need for costly energy imports.
1,320 MW of stable power supply since December,
2022, Lower fuel costs from Thar coal translate
into affordable electricity. By utilizing indige-
nous coal resources, the projeet is expected to
save approximately USD 1.5 billion in foreign
exchange reserves over its operational lifetime,
significantly enhancing Pakistan's energy secu-
rity. Job & Business opportunity for locals.
enhances economic growth and hivelihoods in the
Thar region, CSR expenditure-1.6 million USD

Key Highlights from the Hearing:

SSRL has proposed a levelized COD Stage
Coal Tariff of USD 48.71 per tonne, which
reflects necessary adjustments based on project
costs,

The total project cost has been petitioned
at USD 949.54 million, which includes EPC Cost
USD 737.23 million fmd Non-EPC Cost USD
134.35 million
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with approximately coal re-

to fix tanﬁ of Thar Eonkr

 Staff Renol ter
KA AT Har Cloal, Sk

serve of 2.6 billron tons with-

in the block. Furthermore,
the project has been placed
af a favorable position in the
National  Transmission and

Dispatch-Company (NTDC)

merit order list, demonstrat-

ing its competitive pricing

and cost-effectiveness in

comparisen to. othet energy

sources by producing elec-

tricity unit in PKR 552/

Kwh USD 0.02 cents/Kwh.

He also informed that pow-

“er generation from Block-1

is much cheaper than from

generated  through  hydro

sources, Thar Block-1 In-

tegrated Energy Project is

a key energy project in the

“Belt & Road Initiative

(BRI)” energy field.
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